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taken from us, our Nation has lost one of
its finest citizens, a community has lost a
friend and protector, and a family has lost
an example of character and courage who
they will love and respect forever. Today in
their memory, the flag of the United States
of America flies at halfstaff. We pray God’s
blessings on those who grieve. Our Nation
honors each name. We are grateful for each
life.

May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. on the
West Grounds at the Capitol. In his remarks, he
referred to Chuck Canterbury, national president,
Steve Young, former national president, and
James O. Pasco, Jr., executive director, Fraternal
Order of Police; Aliza Clark, president, Fraternal
Order of Police Auxiliary; New York City Police
Commissioner Raymond W. Kelly; and singer
Marc Anthony.

Statement on the Indonesia-Free
Aceh Movement Agreement To
Resume Discussions on
Implementation of the Cessation of
Hostilities Agreement

May 15,2003

The United States welcomes the decision
of the Government of Indonesia and the
leadership of the Free Aceh Movement
(GAM) to resume discussions in Tokyo this
weekend aimed at implementing the Decem-
ber 2002 Cessation of Hostilities Agreement
(COHA) between Indonesia and the GAM.
The United States strongly supports efforts
to pursue a negotiated peace in Aceh within
the framework of a unified Indonesia.

I commend President Megawati for dem-
onstrating her Government’s commitment to
the Aceh peace process and for her willing-
ness to go the extra mile in pursuit of peace.
In returning to the negotiating table, the two
sides are taking a concrete step toward a bet-
ter future for the people of Aceh. I call on
the leadership of the GAM to renew its com-
mitment to a peaceful solution in Aceh and
for both sides to pursue good faith imple-
mentation of the COHA. The United States
appreciates the determined efforts of the
Henri Dunant Center to advance the cause
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of peace and justice for Aceh. I also wish
to thank Prime Minister Koizumi and the
Government of Japan for hosting the negotia-
tions between Indonesia and the GAM and
taking an active leadership role in this proc-
ess.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Protocol of 1997 To Amend the
International Convention for the
Prevention of Pollution From Ships,
1973, as Modified by the Protocol of
1978

May 15, 2003

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and
consent of the Senate to its ratification, the
Protocol of 1997 to Amend the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution
from Ships, 1973, as Modified by the Pro-
tocol of 1978 thereto (hereinafter the “Pro-
tocol of 1997”). The Protocol of 1997, which
would add Annex VI, Regulations for the
Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships, to
the International Convention for the Preven-
tion of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as Modi-
fied by the Protocol of 1978 (hereinafter the
“MARPOL Convention”), was signed by the
United States on December 22, 1998. I also
enclose, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State and
its attached analysis of the Protocol of 1997,
as well as Resolution 2 of the 1997 MARPOL
Conference with its annexed Technical Code
on Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxides
from Marine Diesel Engines.

The MARPOL Convention is the global
agreement to control pollution from ships.
MARPOL Annex VI regulates the emission
into the atmosphere of specified pollutants
from ships. It complements the other an-
nexes to the MARPOL Convention, which
relate to the transport of oil (Annex I), harm-
ful substances carried in bulk (Annex II),
harmful substances in packaged form (Annex
III), ship-generated sewage (Annex IV) and
garbage (Annex V). The United States is a
party to all of these annexes with the excep-
tion of Annex IV.

MARPOL Annex VI regulates the preven-
tion of air pollution from ships by limiting



